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pursue, for I am of the opinion that the Americans by Es-
tablishing a very few posts on the South of Lake Erie might
hinder smuggling in any great degree, but at the same time
if we can afford Goods at Detroit cheaper than they can &
are enabled to give better prices for furrs or Peltries. The
traders on their side will fall on means to do business with us
even at Detroit, notwithstanding any regulations they may
make to the contrary — That both these things may take
place I am pretty confident, for we can without doubt trans-
port Goods to the Upper posts cheaper than they can, pro-
vided we were allowed equal means of facility and by the
same reasoning we can bring down Peltries at less expence —
Such being the case we are more likely to be of Injury
to their part of the trade than they are to ours, more espe-
cially if it is considered that even when they were British
Subjects and had every facility and benefit in the whole of
the Indian trade, there was not consumed amongst them-
selves above half of the Peltries the obtained, the other half
going home to England as a permittance; indeed except
Deer Skins which then formed their Chief Article with
some Beaver and Racoons, every other article was sent to
England, if therefore they are obliged to send them still in
same manner, they can be on no better footing at Albany
than we are here, but rather worse as their expences to bring
the Peltries to that place will be greater than ours —

All then that Government has to do is to give every
facility to the trade that is possible, and I do not see a more
certain means of conveniency and certainty than by allow-
ing the merchants to have small deck’d vessels of their
own — with them they can ever be morally certain of having
their Goods at Market in June and July and then Goods
may be imported the same year from England, which will
save them from leakage imbesslement and wait of their
property besides Interest of money which you know is a
dreadful moth if ones allowed to get to any head.

That these Vessels should be under the proper regulations
is highly requisite, but time must be allowed for digesting
a proper system — the present is to busy a Season besides I
would not wish to attempt it alone, and I would be also de-



